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Message Text 
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/041 W 

056914 100635Z/17 

R 100450Z MAY 78 
FM AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 283 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
US MISSION GENEVA 777 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HONG KONG 5868 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINA REFUGEES ABOARD BRITISH SHIP SIBONGA 

REF: STATE 116301 

1 . HONG KONG IMMIGRATION DEPT (HKID ) INFORMED US THAT SIBONGA 
ARRIVED HONG KONG MONRING MAY 10 WITH THE 17 INDOCHINA REFUGEES 
ON BOARD. HKID WILL NOT GRANT LEGAL ENTRY, BUT WILL ALLOW THEM 
TO TRANSIT HONG KONG FOR ONWARD FLIGHT TO LONDON. 

2. THE 17 REFUGEES ARE PRESENTLY SCHEDULED DEPART HONG KONG EVENING 
MAY 1 1 TO ARRIVE IN LONDON ON MAY 12. ICEM HONG KONG WAS ASKED 

BY HKID TO ARRANGE MOVEMENT AND UNHCR HAS AGREED TO PAY TRANSPORTA- 
TION COSTS. 

3. HKID REGARDS UK AS COUNTRY OF FIRST ASYLUM FOR THESE REFUGEES. 
REFUSAL BY HKID TO LEGALLY ADMIT SIBONGA REFUGEES TO HONG KONG 
IS BASED ON CONVICTION THAT IT CANNOT MAKE EXCEPTION TO ITS 
PRINCIPLE THAT FIRST ASYLUM CAN BE GIVEN ONLY TO THOSE 
REFUGEES ON VESSELS WHICH HAS HONG KONG AS NEXT SCHEDULED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 HONG K 05868 100535Z 

PORT OF CALL. HKID STILL BELIEVES THAT ALL THE REFUGEES 
ON SIBONGA SHOULD HAVE BEEN GRANTED FIRST ASYLUM IN 
THAILAND. 

4. UNRELATED TO INFORMATION ABOVE. 9 MORE INDOCHINA 
REFUGEES ARRIVED IN HONG KONG BY SMALL BOAT ON MAY 10 
MAKING TOTAL NUMBER ARRIVALS LAST SEVERAL DAYS 109. 
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BOTH NEWLY ARRIVED REFUGEES AND HKID BELIEVE THAT MORE 
BOATS ARE ON THEIR WAY HERE. 

SHOESMITH 
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